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universe be created, or has ever existed as a
causeless fact, it is the miracle of greatest magni-
tude. David Hume, who had, it would seem, the
acutest mind that ever soared among the clouds
of infidelity, is the parent of that celebrated argu-
ment from experience against the possibility of
miracles, with which the most of us perhaps are
acquainted. Hume was indebted to Hobbcsfor
the Doctrine that there is no necessary connection
between cause and effect, but since this is an as-
sumption, and more manifestly contrary to uni-
versal observation and experience than miracles
can be supposed to be, he evidently could not con-
sistently plead against them the very difficulty
that encumbered his own doctrine. I Ic, however,
was so effectually answered by Campbell that he
failed to make any attempt at reply, yet the infidels
of our day continue to employ this exploded ar-
gument, just as if it had never been refuted by
Brougham, Chalmers, and others who have thrice
slain the slain since Campbell wrote.

We take it for granted, that no one who ac-
credits the works of nature to the designing mind
and creative power of God will be fool enough
to say, that in shaping and adapting her laws of
progress by an arrangement of things called by us
causes and consequents, he unwittingly legislated
himself out of the control of his own universe. It
is then as evidently consistent with reason as it is
clearly competent to omnipotence, that the divine
energy should work for special purposes away
back in the line of causation, without disturbing
the general laws of nature; or in a more irnme-